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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO DIS
Tai Ming CHEUNG 

CURRENT AND LONG-TERM DYNAMICS OF MILITARY AND STRATEGIC 
   COMPETITION IN NORTHEAST ASIA: THE VIEWS FROM 
   THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA
Moderator | Tai Ming CHEUNG
Panelists | YAO Yunzhu, ZHAO Xiaozhuo, Rachael BURTON

Tea Break

DEFENSE PLANNING FOR THE 2020S: VISIONS, STRATEGIES, AND PLANS 
   FROM JAPAN, RUSSIA, AND SOUTH KOREA
Moderator | Ken JIMBO
Panelists | Sugio TAKAHASHI, LEE Kyung-koo, Vasilii KASHIN

Lunch

ASSESSING MILITARY-TO-MILITARY COOPERATION IN NORTHEAST ASIA: 
   HOW EFFECTIVE AND WHAT LESSONS CAN BE LEARNED?
Moderator | CHO Namhoon
Panelists |  Evgeny BUZHINSKIY, YADA Junko, CHO Namhoon, LI Chen

Tea Break

IGCC’S NORTHEAST ASIA DEFENSE TRANSPARENCY INDEX

Meeting Adjourns

Reception and Welcome Dinner | Cherry Room, InterContinental Hotel, Kowloon 
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Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place in the 
Elm and Pine Room, InterContinental Hotel, Kowloon
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National Institute of Defense Studies
Tokyo, Japan

Ms. YADA Junko
Director
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Ministry of Defense
Tokyo, Japan

Dr. LI Chen
Assistant Professor
School of International Studies
Renmin University of China
Beijing, China

Sr. Col. WANG Jianliang
Xiangshan Forum Secretariat Office
People’s Liberation Army
Beijing, China

Maj. Gen. (Rtd.) YAO Yunzhu
Director Emeritus
Center on China-American Defense 

Relations
Academy of Military Sciences
People’s Liberation Army
Beijing, China

Sr. Col. ZHAO Xiaozhuo
Director
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People’s Liberation Army
Beijing, China

Sr. Col. ZHOU Bo
Director
Center of International Security 
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Beijing, China 

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
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School of Economics
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Dr. Alexander VORONTSOV 
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Moscow, Russia

REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Dr. CHO Namhoon
Senior Research Fellow
Korea Institute for Defense Analyses
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Mr. CHOI Jeongick
Ministry of Defense
Seoul, Republic of Korea

1st Lt. LEE Dokee
Interpreter
International Policy Division
Ministry of Defense
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Lt.Col. LEE Jaehak
Defense Policy Planning Officer
Policy Planning Bureau
Ministry of Defense
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Dr. KIM Eun-bi
Assistant Professor
Korea National Defense University
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Dr. KIM Jina
Research Fellow
Korea Institute for Defense Analyses
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Mr. YANG Wonseok
Multilateral Security Official
Multilateral Security Policy Division
Ministry of Defense
Seoul, Republic of Korea
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JAPAN
Ken JIMBO is a professor, Faculty of Policy Management, 
Keio University, Tokyo, and an adjunct senior research fel-
low at the Canon Institute for Global Studies and the To-
kyo Foundation.  He is currently a visiting professor on the 
Faculty of Political Science at Thammasat University (April 
2019–March 2020). He is also an advisor to the National 
Security Secretariat Advisory Board; director, Board of 
Directors, Civic Force; and a member of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies. His main research fields are 
in international security, Japan-US security relations, Jap-
anese foreign and defense policy, multilateral security in 
the Asia-Pacific, and regionalism in East Asia. He has been 
a policy advisor at various Japanese governmental com-
missions and research groups including at the National Se-
curity Secretariat, the Ministry of Defense and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. His recent books and articles include 
“Sino-Russian Military Cooperation and Japanese Defense 
Policy,” in Japan and the Sino-Russian Entente: The Future of 
Major-Power Relations in Northeast Asia (Seattle: National 
Bureau of Asian Research, 2017) and “Anchoring Diversi-
fied Security Cooperation in the ADMM-Plus: A Japanese 
Perspective,” Asia Policy 22 (July 2016).

TAKAHASHI Sugio is a senior research and chief of the 
Policy Simulation Division of the National Institute for 
Defense Studies in Tokyo. He was seconded to the Ministry 
of Defense as deputy director of the Office of Strategic 
Planning from 2008 to 2016. In that capacity, he was on 
the 2010 and 2013 drafting teams of the National Defense 
Program Guidelines, a capstone document of Japan’s 
defense strategy. He received an MA and BA from Waseda 
University and an MA from the George Washington 
University. Takahashi has published extensively in the area 
of nuclear strategy and the Japan-US alliance.

LCDR SONODA Akimitsu is in the Defense and Inter-
national Policy Planning Division, Defense Plans and Policy 
Department (J-5), Joint Staff, Japanese Ministry of Defense.

YADA Junko is director of the Office of International 
Security, International Policy Division, Japanese Ministry 
of Defense.

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
LI Chen is an assistant professor of international security 
and the strategy program director at the School of Inter-
national Studies at Renmin University of China. Li teaches 
courses on international history, Asia-Pacific security, and 
strategic studies. His research interests include strategic 
and diplomatic history, Chinese military strategy, Asia-Pa-
cific security and China-US security relations, on which he 
has published scholarly articles in leading journals such 
as Journal of Strategic Studies and various policy briefings. 
He is also a fellow of National Academy of Development 
and Strategy, Renmin University of China, focusing on 
policy-relevant studies of traditional security and military 
strategy. He received his PhD from the University of Cam-
bridge and his MSc from the London School of Economics 
and Peking University.

Senior Colonel WANG Jianliang, Xiangshan Forum Secre-
tariat Office, People’s Liberation Army.

YAO Yunzhu is a retired major general of the People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA), the director emeritus of the Center on 
China-American Defense Relations, and member of the 
Academic Committee of National Think Tank Programs, 
Academy of Military Science (AMS). She joined the PLA in 
1970, served in the PLA as an enlisted, a staff officer, an 
instructor, a researcher, deputy director and director of a 
research office, and director of a research center. She holds 
an MA from the PLA’s Foreign Languages Institute, and a 
PhD in military science from the Academy of Military Sci-
ence. She was a visiting scholar at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies, London University from 1995 to 1996, 
an Eisenhower Fellow in 1999, and a visiting fellow at 
Harvard University from 2009 to 2010. Yao has published 
books, and translated books, articles, and papers on in-
ternational military and security issues, US military affairs, 
nuclear weapon policy and arms control, Asia-Pacific secu-
rity issues such as cross-Taiwan Strait relations, the DPRK 
nuclear issue, and maritime security. Her works include 
chapters in Post-war American Deterrence: Theories and 
Policies, On Asia-Pacific Security Strategy, and 20th Century 
Strategic Legacy and the World through Chinese Scholars. 
She was elected a member of the 10th National People’s 
Congress of the PRC in 2002, and a member of the 17th 
Chinese Communist Party Congress in 2007.
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ZHANG Tuosheng is the director of the Center for Foreign 
Policy Studies at the China Foundation for International 
and Strategic Studies in Beijing.

Senior Colonel ZHAO Xiaozhuo is director of the Xiang-
shan Forum Secretariat Office and a senior research fellow 
at the People’s Liberation Army Academy of Military Sci-
ences. In recent years he has focused his research on the 
U.S. military, China-U.S. defense relations, and internation-
al security. Zhao has edited or coedited eight academic 
books, including National Defense and Military Moderniza-
tion in Foreign Countries and a study on the Iraq war, and 
has made contributions to more than ten academic books, 
including On War and Strategy and New Development of 
Military Theories in Major Powers in the 21st Century. He 
has published more than 200 academic articles in various 
newspapers and magazines. Zhao spent a year in Africa 
from 2001 to 2002 as a military observer in the MONUC 
(the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo). From 2010 to 2011 he undertook a defense and 
strategic course in the Center for Defense and Strategic 
Studies, Australian Defense College. He has attended the 
Shangri-La Dialogue eight times as a member of the PLA 
delegation. He has given lectures to many institutions in 
China including the Party School of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of China, Tsinghua University, 
and various military units. Zhao is frequently interviewed 
by the media in China. He holds a PhD in military strategy.

Senior Colonel ZHOU Bo is director of the Center for Se-
curity Cooperation in the Office for International Military 
Cooperation, Ministry of National Defense, where he is 
responsible for multilateral cooperation. He started his 
military service in 1979, serving in different posts in the 
Guangzhou Air Force Regional Command. Starting in 
1993, he worked successively as a staff officer, deputy di-
rector general of the West Asia and Africa Bureau, and then 
deputy director general, General Planning Bureau, Foreign 
Affairs Office, Ministry of National Defense of China. From 
2006 to 2009 he was Chinese defense attaché to the Re-
public of Namibia. Senior Colonel Zhou has been a speak-
er as a PLA delegate at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singa-
pore and at the Munich Security conference. His essays 
and opinions in English have been published in Foreign Af-
fairs, Financial Times, Australian, South China Morning Post, 
Diplomat, Straits Times and China Daily. He is a commen-
tator on global security issues for CGTN and supervisor to 
foreign post-graduate officers at the PLA National Defense 

University. Zhou is a graduate of the Air Force Engineer-
ing College and a postgraduate of St. Edmund College, 
Cambridge University (MPhil in international relations). He 
was a visiting fellow to the Land Warfare Studies Center 
of the Australian Army in 1999. He has attended various 
courses at Harvard University, Westminster University, PLA 
National Defense University, PLA University of Science and 
Technology for the National Defense, and the PLA Army 
Command College (Shijiazhuang).

REPUBLIC OF KOREA
CHO Namhoon is a senior research fellow at the Korea 
Institute for Defense Analyses (KIDA). He mainly studies 
North Korean issues such as the North Korean military, 
economy, and WMD strategies. In addition, he has been 
studying security environments and strategies in North-
east Asia. Cho served as a director of the Center for Secu-
rity and Strategy at KIDA from 2014 to 2015. Before that, 
Cho worked as a senior policy advisor to the defense min-
ister from 2010 to 2013. Cho has served as a member of 
various government committees such as the Defense R&D 
Subcommittee of the National Science and Technology 
Commission, Policy Advisory Committee in the Ministry of 
National Defense, and Advisory Committee in Defense Ac-
quisition Program Administration. Currently, he is a mem-
ber of the Policy Advisory Committee in the Ministry of 
Unification. He also serves as a board member for both the 
Korea Association of Defense Industry Studies and the Ko-
rea Defense and Security Forum. In addition, he has served 
as an adjunct professor at the University of North Korean 
Studies. Cho holds an MA in economics from Brown Uni-
versity and a PhD in economics from Kookmin University. 
He is the author of numerous research papers and reports 
on defense acquisition, the North Korean military, and 
security issues in Northeast Asia. He has co-authored six 
books on defense issues.

CHOI Jeongick is in the Republic of Korea’s Ministry of De-
fense.

KIM Jina is a research fellow at the Korea Institute for De-
fense Analyses, specializing in US-North Korea relations, 
nuclear nonproliferation, and Northeast Asian security. 
She holds a PhD in international relations from the Fletch-
er School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University and 
teaches at Yonsei Graduate School of International Stud-
ies. She is a member of the Advisory Committee for the 
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Ministry of National Unification and a member of the Na-
tional Policy Review Board for the Prime Minister’s Office. 
She also serves on the Blue House’s Public Information 
Committee. She is the author of The North Korean Nucle-
ar Weapons Crisis (Palgrave McMillan, 2014) and coauthor 
of North Korea and Asia’s Evolving Nuclear Landscape (NBR, 
2017), Maritime Security and Governance (Chug Hsing Na-
tional University, 2014), The North Korea Crisis and Regional 
Responses (East-West Center, 2014), and The North Korean 
Military Secret Report (Planet Media, 2013). Her recent pub-
lications in academic journals include “Assessing Export 
Controls of Strategic Items to North Korea” (2017), “North 
Korea’s Strategic Alliance Towards Becoming a Nuclear 
Weapons State” (2017), “Nuclear Brinkmanship on the Ko-
rean Peninsula and the Effects of Cognitive Variables in Cri-
sis Decision Making” (2016), and others.

1st. Lt. LEE Dokee is an interpreter for the International 
Policy Division in the Republic of Korea’s Ministry of De-
fense.

Lt. Col. LEE Jaehak is a defense policy planning officer in 
the Policy Planning Bureau of the Republic of Korea’s Min-
istry of Defense.

KIM Eun-bi is an assistant professor at the Korea National 
Defense University.

YANG Wonseok is a multilateral security official in the 
Multilateral Security Policy Division of the Republic of Ko-
rea’s Ministry of Defense.

RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Evgeny BUZHINSKIY is chairman of the Executive Board of 
the PIR Center, a think tank in Moscow, Russia, that special-
izes in international security, control and nonproliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction. A member of the Armed 
Services since 1968, Buzhinskiy served in various positions 
as an officer of the General Staff from 1976 to1992. From 
1992 to 2009 he served in various positions in the Russian 
Ministry of Defense. In 2002, he was appointed to the posi-
tion of head of the International Treaty Directorate/deputy 
head of the Main Department of International Military Co-
operation of the Russian Federation Ministry of Defense. 
He has been a lecturer at the International School on Glob-

al Security since 2010 and a lecturer for the PIR Center and 
MGIMO University Joint Module “WMD Nonproliferation 
and International Security” since 2013. From 2009 to 2017 
he was deputy CEO of Vega Radio Engineering Corpora-
tion. He has also held positions as vice president of Russian 
International Affairs Council, member of the Sustainable 
Partnership with Russia (SuPR) Group and PIR Center Inter-
national Expert Group, chair of the “Trialogue” Club Inter-
national, and head of the Center for Applied Political-Mil-
itary Studies of Moscow State University. He is a graduate 
of the M. V. Frunze Military Academy and holds a PhD in 
military sciences.

Vasilii KASHIN is a senior researcher at the National Re-
search University Higher School of Economics, Moscow, 
Russia, and at the Institute of Far Eastern Studies North-
East Asia Center. He holds a PhD from Moscow State Uni-
versity. Previously he worked in the Institute for Far Eastern 
Studies in the Russian Academy of Sciences, for the Vedo-
mosti business newspaper, as deputy chief of the Beijing 
office of RIA Novosti, and as a senior research fellow at the 
Center for Analysis of Strategies and Technologies, a de-
fense industry consultancy.

Alexander VORONTSOV is head of the Korea and Mon-
golia Department at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences and an associate professor 
at the Moscow State University of International Relations. 
He also holds a post as a Russian Military Science Acade-
my professor. He has regularly taken part in Track 1.5 and 
Track 2 conferences dealing with the security situation on 
the Korean Peninsula and East Asia. He has been a visiting 
professor at the Hanguk University of Foreign Studies in 
Seoul; Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto, Japan; Akita Inter-
national University, Japan; a member of faculty of Yonsei 
University International Summer School in Seoul; and a vis-
iting fellow at the Brookings Institution Center for North-
east Asian Policy Studies in Washington, D. C. Vorontsov 
served as second secretary in the Russian Federation’s Em-
bassy in Pyongyang from 2000 to 2002. Vorontsov holds 
a PhD in history from the Institute of Oriental Studies at 
the USSR Academy. He was a member of the Russia-DPRK, 
Russia-ROK Intergovernmental Commission dealing with 
trade-economic and scientific-technical cooperation. Vo-
rontsov has studied at Lomonosov Moscow State Universi-
ty and Pyongyang Kim Il Sung University.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Rachael BURTON is a policy advisor for China in the Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, Indo-Pacific 
Security Affairs. Previously, she was deputy director at the 
Project 2049 Institute where she managed the institute’s 
research and program development. Prior to joining the 
institute, Burton spent two years as a Teach for China fel-
low, teaching secondary school English at a remote rural 
village in China’s Yunnan Province. She worked briefly at 
the Carnegie-Tsinghua Center for Global Policy and the 
National Bureau of Asian Research, where she support-
ed events and outreach development, and conducted 
research on energy security and U.S. engagement with 
ASEAN. She has conducted research and analysis on the 
U.S.-China relations, U.S.-Taiwan relations, and U.S. policy 
toward Burma (Myanmar). She reads and speaks Chinese. 
Burton received her BA in international affairs with a minor 
in Chinese at the George Washington University, where 
she studied non-traditional security in East and Southeast 
Asia.

Tai Ming CHEUNG is the director of IGCC and the leader of 
IGCC’s project “The Evolving Relationship Between Tech-
nology and National Security in China: Innovation, De-
fense Transformation, and China’s Place in the Global Tech-
nology Order.” He is a long-time analyst of Chinese and 
East Asian defense and national security affairs. Cheung 
was based in Asia from the mid-1980s to 2002 covering 
political, economic, and strategic developments in greater 
China. He was also a journalist and political and business 
risk consultant in northeast Asia. Cheung received his PhD 
from the War Studies Department at King’s College, Lon-
don University. Recent publications include The Gathering 
Pacific Storm: Emerging US-China Strategic Competition in 
Defense Technological and Industrial Development (ed., 
with Thomas Mahnken, Cambria, 2018), China and Cyber-
security (ed., with Jon Lindsay and Derek Reveron, Oxford, 
2015), and Fortifying China: The Struggle to Build a Modern 
Defense Economy (Cornell, 2009). Cheung is a professor at 
the School of Global Policy and Strategy at the University 
of California San Diego, where he teaches courses on Asian 
security and Chinese security and technology.

Captain John CRANSTON is the military attaché and chief 
of the Office of Liaison Administration at the U.S. Consul-
ate General Hong Kong and Macau in Hong Kong. From 

2015 to 2017, he was director for international engage-
ment (Asia-Pacific) on the Chief of Naval Operations staff 
at the Pentagon. He holds an MA military strategic studies 
from the Air War College and an MBA from Middlesex Uni-
versity. 

Stephen J. DEL ROSSO directs the International Peace 
and Security Program at Carnegie Corporation of New 
York. Previously, he was director of programs at the Chi-
cago Council on Foreign Relations and managed the Pew 
Charitable Trusts’ Global Security Program. He served ten 
years in the foreign service, including in the executive sec-
retariat of Secretary of State George Shultz. He also was a 
Presidential Management Fellow at NASA, news producer 
at Voice of America, and staff assistant to a British parlia-
mentarian. He holds a PhD in political science from the 
University of Pennsylvania, an MA in law and diplomacy 
from the Fletcher School, a diploma from SAIS Bologna, 
and a BA from Tufts. 

Stephan HAGGARD is the Krause Distinguished Professor 
at the School of Global Policy and Strategy at the Universi-
ty of California San Diego. He has written widely on the po-
litical economy and international relations of East Asia. His 
work on North Korea with Marcus Noland includes Famine 
in North Korea (2007), Witness to Transformation: Refugee 
Insights into North Korea (2011), and Hard Target: Sanctions, 
Engagement, and the Case of North Korea (forthcoming 
2017). Haggard runs the Witness to Transformation blog 
with Marcus Noland and currently has a regular column 
with Joongang Ilbo. 

Richard JAO is the Acting Deputy Political Minister Coun-
selor at the U.S. Embassy Beijing in China.

T. J. PEMPEL (PhD, Columbia) is Jack M. Forcey Professor 
of Political Science in the Department of Political Science 
at the University of California Berkeley, which he joined in 
July 2001. Pempel’s research and teaching focus on com-
parative politics, political economy, contemporary Japan, 
and Asian regional ties. In 2015, he co-edited a book en-
titled Two Crises; Different Outcomes (Cornell University 
Press). His current research involves Asian adjustments to 
the rise in global finance and the decline in security bipo-
larity as well as Asian regional tensions.

Derek PING is the assistant military attaché at the U.S. 
Consulate General Hong Kong and Macau in Hong Kong.
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Susan L. SHIRK is the chair of the 21st Century China Cen-
ter and a research professor at the School of Global Policy 
and Strategy at the University of California San Diego. From 
1997 to 2000, Shirk served as deputy assistant secretary of 
state in the Bureau of East Asia and Pacific Affairs, with re-
sponsibility for China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Mongolia. 
Shirk founded in 1993 and continues to lead the North-
east Asia Cooperation Dialogue (NEACD), an unofficial 
“track 1.5” forum for discussions of security issues among 
defense and foreign ministry officials and academics from 
the United States, Japan, China, Russia, and the Koreas. 
She received her BA in political science from Mount Holy-
oke College, her MA in Asian studies from the University of 
California Berkeley, and her PhD in political science from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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